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drawn by six horses, preceded and followed by an
escort of light cavalry, entered the city, stopped for
a few moments beneath the triumphal arch to hear
the address of welcome of the mayor of Versailles,
and then continued its march to the palace, amid the
cheers of an enthusiastic crowd.

Four days later, August 25, the Emperor gave a
ball in the palace to Queen Victoria. The court-
yards and the park were illuminated. Never had the
residence of the Sun King been more brilliant. Its
majestic architecture shone forth in lines of fire.
The sovereigns entered by the marble staircase; the
guests, by the princes' stairway. Waiting and rest-
ing rooms, boudoirs lined with blue damask and filled
with baskets of flowers, had been arranged for the
Queen in the apartments of Marie Antoinette. The
Gallery of Mirrors was most radiant.

Thousands of lamps and chandeliers cast their
light on the jewels and rich dresses. Every window
showed a fairy-like sight, the park being no less bril-
liant than the palace; the great sheet of water,
surrounded on all sides by a series of Renaissance
porticos, was lit by many-colored lanterns, fastened
on trellis work as green as an emerald, and the whole
stood out vividly against the trees of the background.
In the middle rose a triumphal arch on the top of
which appeared the arms of France and of England.
On the porticos to the right and the left glittered the
initials of the sovereigns; the water arose in slender >
jets to fall clown the cascades beneath bright arches;